Modulation of cholestatic factor production by serum components.
When lymph node cells from sensitized guinea pigs were stimulated in vitro with a specific antigen and their culture supernatant was injected into the mesenteric vein of rats, a marked decrease in bile flow was demonstrated. The treatment of activated lymphocytes with a higher molecular weight fraction of normal human serum Fr-1 and Fr-2 was shown to decrease the reduction of bile flow. Conversely, a lower molecular weight fraction of serum (Fr-3) was found to augment the reduction of bile flow. These findings suggest that the serum components may regulate the production of a factor (or factors) causing the decrease in bile flow from the activated lymphocytes.